A review of the antituberculosis campaign in Mexico.
Tuberculosis, a major cause of death in the nineteenth century, has consistently and steadily declined in industrialized countries. Such decline antedates the introduction of specific treatment or immunization programs. In the United States of America, the tuberculosis problem is almost exclusively confined to ethnic minorities, socially marginal groups, and migratory workers. All the countries of Latin America have adopted the programs for tuberculosis control recommended by the World Health Organization and the Pan American Health Association. The degree to which these programs are followed in Mexico is critically discussed. A number of suggestions are offered to improve a program that appears to be insufficient in terms of controlling this disease.